
Mission:

The GSMC shall specify, certify, and recommend new
and existing standards for joint staffing and
adoption. The GSMC shall recommend mapping,
charting, and geodesy (MC&G) [Geospatial]
information technology standards that ensure that
the geosptial information formats, data, and
specific MC&G software are compatible and
interoperable with DoD and non-DoD systems.

The Charter established the GSMC as a subcommittee
of the Standards Coordinating Committee (SCC), with
the scope, mission, organization, functions,
responsibilities, and procedures. The GSMC held
its first meeting 13 April 1993; its Charter is
dated 1 October 1994. The GSMC meets jointly with
the Imagery Standards Management Committee (ISMC).

Objectives:

To oversee MC&G and information technology
standards activities that affects the
interoperability of Geospatial information,
products and services, systems, and software.
Geospatial information is comprised of the
collection, transformation, generation,
dissemination, display, and storing of geodetic,
geomagnetic, gravimetric, aeronautical,
topographical, hydrographic, cultural, toponymic,
and spatial data.

Goals:

Goal 1: Establish and operate a timely, integrated,
efficient process to respond to customer Geospatial
requirements.



Goal 2: Establish IGC-wide technology and
Geospatial data standards consistent with customer
and co-producer needs.

Goal 3: Promote availability of open,
interoperable, easily integrated, COTS Geospatial
products and information that the IGC needs.

Goal 4: Establish flexible, scalable technology and
Geospatial data standardization which support a
wide range of needs without change.

Key Accomplishments:

- Resolved the joint-Service multiple digital
raster format issue (1994-96) which eliminated
multiple formats for scanned maps used for joint
operations:

-- Immediate: Allowed geometric keying of overlays
between C4ISR systems

-- Near-term: Jointly coordinated a compressed
scanned map standard

-- Long-term: Migrated systems using other formats

- Resolved the digital mapping requirements and the
joint Air Tasking Order (ATO) interoperability in
USAF CTAPS and Navy Afloat systems while serving
as the Joint Air Force Component Commander (JFACC);
MCEB approved the GSMC recommendations.

- Established recommendations on the level of
support to be given to USAF Common Mapping Standard
(CMS) by then, Defense Mapping Agency (DMA).

- Started the MC&G data element standardization
under DoD 8320 Data Standardization program and
procedures and the DoD Data Dictionary System
(DDDS).



- Per Joint Staff (J61) direction, converged DMA
and Central Imagery Office (CIO) digital imagery
and MC&G standards for raster image data:

-- Mid-CY94: Developed a prototype of the
Compressed ARC Digitized Raster Graphics (CADRG)
scanned maps and the Controlled Image Base (CIB)
image product.

- Directed DMA involvement with DISA pertaining to
the MC&G portion of common symbology effort managed
by the Symbology Standards Management Committee
(SSMC), a subcommittee of the SCC.

- Directed DMA's initial MC&G support to modeling
and simulation community and the Defense Modeling
and Simulation Office (DMSO); promoted the
development and adoption of the Synthetic
Environment Data Representation Interchange
Specification (SEDRIS).

- Coordinated several new Digital MC&G products for
review by the Services IAW the Defense
Standardization Program (DSP) procedures; provides
on going guidance to the NIMA DSP Departmental
Standardization Officer (DepSo) for Geospatial
Military Standards and Performance Specifications.

- Provided recommendations to the Joint Staff (J61)
pertaining to US Army and USMC Migrations Systems
(DTSS and TOPOSET).

- Provided joint ISMC, SSMC, and USMTF SMC
coordinated recommendations to the SCC on the
authoritative Country Code standard that should be
required DoD/IC interoperability.

- Resolved DoD consensus on Standards Authority for
Country Codes.



- Coordinated domestic/international MC&G
standardization.

- Coordinated Geospatial issues with the other
SMC’s (SSMC and ISMC).

FY00-01 Funding Status:

NIMA fully funds the Standards Development Process
at the US Civil Federal Government, DoD, NATO,
ABCA, and International Standards Organization
level for mapping, charting, and geodesy (MC&G)
standards. NIMA also funds the NIMA NITF
Laboratory, managed by DISA Joint Interoperability
Test Command (JITC), to conduct various MC&G R&D
and testing initiatives.
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